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of antipsychotic use, especially in combination therapy

Sertraline-Induced Diplopia

and monitor patients closely. Parent education will also
help to increase the awareness, promote early diagnosis,
and reduce the long-term consequences of priapism,
especially in children with mental and psychiatric
disorders, such as in this case.
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rarely reported to cause diplopia3. Here, we present a
case of sertraline-related diplopia.
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learned that the symptoms had begun 2 months before.
During the past several months before her last

Asli Surer Adanir1

presentation, she experienced worsening of her
depressed mood and requested treatment. Patient was
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prescribed sertraline 25 mg/d and the drug was titrated
up to 50 mg/d for 1 week. A week later, she complained
of acute diplopia. She had no other acute medical
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developed ocular symptoms. As diplopia was a new
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symptom we examined her for possible underlying
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ophthalmologist and neurologist. According to
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ophthalmologist examination the patient presented
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with horizontal binocular diplopia. Anterior segment,
retinal biomicroscopy evaluations and pupillary
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movements were free for all gaze positions without any
signs of pitosis. Primary gaze position was orthotropic
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All psychotropic medications have the potential to
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antidepressants such as bupropion, citalopram and
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sertraline are also reported3-5. The specific mechanism
causing diplopia is not clear but after taking high doses
of antidepressants is expected to cause diplopia by the
involvement of ocular serotonergic interneuron fibers5.
It seems indeed difficult to relate the mechanisms of
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action of sertraline to the onset of diplopia. Here, our
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patient’s
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examinations were normal. The blood chemistry
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analyses were also normal. This information suggests
that diplopia could be related to sertraline.
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We report a case of diplopia related to sertraline.
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To the best of our knowledge, this is the second report
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of sertraline-induced diplopia and first from Turkey 3.
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Thus, it is important for the clinician to recognize
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these conditions and educate patients about these
ocular adverse effects when prescribing sertraline.
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